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Current Position:

Associate Professor (2020-present)


     Department of Natural Sciences


     Biology Program


           
     The University of West Georgia

Positions Held

Assistant Professor (2015-2019)



     Department of Biology



     The University of West Georgia
Lecturer: (2012-2015)

     Department of Biology

     Eastern Kentucky University 

Visiting Assistant Professor (2011-2012)

     Department of Biology  
     Morehead State University 

Education:
NSF-PIRE Post-doctoral Researcher – Brigham Young University (2009-2011)

NSF-FIRST IV Scholar. Faculty Institutes for Reforming Science Teaching (2010-2011)

Ph.D. Biology, City University of New York/Graduate School and University Center, 2009 
M.S. Biology, University of Alabama, 2003



B.S. Marine Science/Biology, University of Alabama, 1998



Research Activity:

Evolutionary biology, phylogeography, population genetics, climate modeling, geometric morphometrics 
Teaching Experience:

Associate Professor (2020-Present) University of West Georgia


     Graduate Level Courses

Molecular Ecology



Climate Change Biology

Thesis Research

Directed Readings
Biology Majors

Genetics



Molecular Ecology



Evolution
Climate Change Biology


Advanced Undergraduate Research


Senior Seminar



Principles of Biology II
Assistant Professor (2015-2020) University of West Georgia


Graduate Level Courses

     Molecular Ecology


     Tropical Biology



     Climate Change Biology

     Thesis Research

Biology Majors
     Genetics



     Molecular Ecology



     Evolution
     Tropical Biology


     Advanced Undergraduate Research


     Study Abroad: Biology in Belize



     Senior Seminar



     Principles of Biology II


Science (Non-Biology) Majors



      Principles of Biology I



      Principles of Biology II 

Lecturer (2012-2015) Eastern Kentucky University



Graduate Level Courses

     Evolutionary Application and Theory 

     Herpetology 

Biology Majors

      Ecology and Evolution



      Ecology and Evolution Lab 

      Ecology and Evolution Lab Coordinator

      Evolutionary Application and Theory 

     Herpetology 

Non-Majors
     Introductory Biology 

     Introductory Biology Lab

Visiting Assistant Professor (2011-2012) Morehead State University

Majors

     Human Anatomy and Physiology

Non-Majors


     Introductory Biology for non-majors



     Introductory Biology Lab for majors


Adjunct Professor: (2010-2011) Brigham Young University



Graduate Level
     
    Species Distribution Modeling 

Adjunct Professor: (2003-2009) College of Staten Island 



     Human Anatomy and Physiology I



     Human Anatomy and Physiology II



     Principles of Biology I



     General Biology I Laboratory



     General Biology II Laboratory



     Principles of Biology I Laboratory



     Principles of Biology II Laboratory

Graduate Teaching Assistant: (1998-2002) University of Alabama



     Human Anatomy and Physiology I



     Human Anatomy and Physiology II



     Marine Invertebrate Zoology Laboratory

     Introduction to Ocean Science Laboratory



     Principles of Biology I Laboratory



     Principles of Biology II Laboratory


Undergraduate Student Mentoring (20 Students)
Jaylah Adams - National Science Foundation Louise Stokes Alliances for Minority Participation Fall 2022-Spring 2023
Katelyn Enderle – Advanced Undergraduate Research Fall 2021- Fall 2022

Kristen Holmes – Advanced Undergraduate Research Spring 2022 - Fall 2022

Haley Culpepper – Advanced Undergraduate Research Fall 2021-Spring 2022
Ally Shinall - Advanced Undergraduate Reserarch Fall 2020-Spring 2022
Justin Smallwood - Student Research Aassistant Program Fall 2020-Fall 2021

Alyssa Courshon - Advanced Undergraduate Reserarch Spring 2020

Emily Miles - Student Research Aassistant Program Fall 2019-Spring 2020
Katherine Brassard –Advanced Undergraduate Reserarch Spring 2019

Lydia Fuller - Advanced Undergraduate Research, Spring 2019

Wesley Smith – Advanced Undergraduate Research, Fall 2018
Katherine Lawley - Advanced Undergraduate Research, Fall 2018
Lydia Fuller - Advanced Undergraduate Research, Fall 2018
Polly Strott – Student Research Aassistant Program Fall 2017-Spring 2018
Elizabeth Healton –Advanced Undergraduate Research, Fall 2018

Emily Miles –Advanced Undergraduate Research, Spring 2018

Taylor Proctor –Advanced Undergraduate Research, Fall 2018

Jasmine Starnes –Advanced Undergraduate Research, Fall 2017

Amber Smith –Advanced Undergraduate Research, Fall 2017

Taylor Proctor –Advanced Undergraduate Research, Fall 2017

Polly Strott –Advanced Undergraduate Research, Spring 2017

Jasmine Starnes –Advanced Undergraduate Research, Spring 2017

Marty Sims –Advanced Undergraduate Research, Spring 2017

Megan Whitaker - National Science Foundation Louise Stokes Alliances for Minority Participation (University of West Georgia) (2015).

Shona Jackson - National Science Foundation Louise Stokes Alliances for Minority Participation (University of West Georgia) (2016).

Shona Jackson – National Science Foundation Louise Stokes Alliances for Minority Participation (University of West Georgia) (2015).

Calvin Williams (EKU Undergraduate) Morphological variation across two lineages of the northeastern ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus edwardsii
Doug Brown (BYU undergraduate) Southern Appalachian Field Biology Session: (May, 3rd –May 20th, 2010)

Dan Pierce (BYU undergraduate) Southern Appalachian Field Biology Session: (May, 3rd –May 20th, 2010)

Doug Brown - (BYU undergraduate) Gene trees vs Species trees: evaluating the species relationships and phylogenetic placement of the North American xenodontine snakes.

Nathan Hana - (BYU undergraduate) Isolation and characterization of microsatellite loci from the South American Lizard Liolaemus petrophilus (Fall 2010)

Eric Baker (BYU undergraduate).  Phylogeny of the Liolaemus fitzingerii species complex.  

Jin Zhang - National Science Foundation Student Mentoring Program (American Museum of Natural History) (2007)

Wei Zhang - National Science Foundation Student Mentoring Program (American Museum of Natural History) (2007)

Alexis Cukierman - National Science Foundation Student Mentoring Program (AMNH) (2008)

Joyce Cho - National Science Foundation Student Mentoring Program (AMNH) (2008)
Graduate Students (Supervised)
Thesis Track 

Sydney Edger – Seasonal variation in the reproductive cycle of snakes

Justin Smallwood - Assessing the biodiversity and population dynamics of aquatic turtles in western Georgia. 
Megan Whitaker - Phylogeography and species trees estimation in the patent leather beetle Odontotaenius disjunctus (Completed Summer 2021)
Brianna Baggett -  Phylogeography and Demographic Histories of the eastern worm snake Carphophis amoenus, (Complete Spring 2019)
Graduate Student Committees
Jessica King, University of West Georgia, 2019-2023
Logan Howell, University of West Georgia, 2019-2022
Chelsea Odom, University of West Georgia, 2019-2022
Daniel Gilley, University of West Georgia, 2019-2023
Sandra Florez-Parra, University of West Georgia, 2018-2020
John Sparks, University of West Georgia, 2018-2020
Ellery Harding, University of West Georgia, 2018- 2020 
John Winters, University of West Georgia (Non-thesis), 2017
Fellowships, Grants and Awards:
Faculty Grants

University of West Georgia, CACSI Professional Development Grant, $ 750, 2023.

University of West Georgia, College of Science and Math, Graduate Student Research Grant. $5,000. 2019,

University of West Georgia College of Science and Math Faculty Research Grant. $2,000 2019-2020

University of West Georgia College of Science and Math Faculty Research Grant. $1,500 2018-2019
University of West Georgia College of Science and Math Faculty Research Grant. $1,500 2017-2018.
University of West Georgia College of Science and Math Faculty Research Grant. $1,250 2016-2017.

University of West Georgia College of Science and Math Faculty Research Grant. $1,250 2015-2016.
Eastern Kentucky University Professional Development grant. $2,400. 2013-14

Eastern Kentucky University, Genetic variation withn the eastern worm snake Carphophis amoenus (2014) $500.
Brigham Young University, Phylogenetic Relationships Among North American Heterodontine Snakes. ORCA Mentor Grant (2011). $1500.

Brigham Young University, A microsatellite library for the South American lizard genus Liolaemus, and provisional tests of their utility for evolutionary studies. .  BYU ORCA Mentor Grant (2011). $1500.

Morehead State University travel grant.  $300. 2011

Monte L. Bean Life Science Museum travel grant.  $5,000. 2011

Ernst Mayr Award Finalist- Evolution Meeting Minneapolis, MN.

CUNY Travel Award 2008-$550

American Museum of Natural History-2007-Roosevelt Grant  $1,980

CUNY Doctoral Student Research Grant 2007- $1500

CUNY Travel Award 2005- $550

American Museum of Natural History-2004-Roosevelt Grant  $1,930
Student Grants
University of West Georgia SEEP-URMP Grant, $1,750, Fall 2018

University of West Georgia SEEP-URMP Grant, $1,750, Spring 2018

University of West Georgia SEEP-URMP Grant, $1,750, Fall, 2017
University of West Georgia Student Research Assistant Program, $1,650, 2017-2018.
University of West Georgia Student Research Assistant Program, $1,650, 2016-2017.

University of West Georgia Louis Stokes Alliances for Minority Participation (LSAMP) Program. $2,000, 2017-2018
University of West Georgia Louis Stokes Alliances for Minority Participation (LSAMP) Program. $2,400, 2016-2017
University of West Georgia Louis Stokes Alliances for Minority Participation (LSAMP) Program. $2,000, 2015-2016

External Grants 

Combining environmental DNA and ecological sampling methods to assess invasive species (Mytella charruana, Perna viridis and Megabalanus coccopoma) in coastal Georgia – Georgia Sea Grant, reqested $141,322.00
“Sight Unseen”: detection of rare herpetofauna using environmental DNA (eDNA). Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. Requested $84,548

Different species or divergent populations? Integrative species

delimitation of the Diadophis punctatus species complex. National Science Foundation, DEB, requested $436,366.00
Representative Publications: 
(Bold name = undergraduate students; Underline = Graduate Student)
Fontanella, FM, Enderle, K., Adams, J., Smallwood, J., Whitaker, M. 2023. 

Disentangleing Disjunctus. An integrated approach to the species diversity in the Odontotaenius disjunctus species complex.  (submitted, Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society).
Fontanella, FM, Miles, EE, Strott, P. 2021. Integrated analysis of the ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus complex (Colubroidea: Dipsadidae) in a biodiversity hotspot provides the foundation for conservation reassessment. Biological Journal of the Linnean Society, (accepted).
Whitaker, M., Procter, T., Fontanella, FM. 2021. Phylogeography and demographic expansion in the widely distributed Horned Passalus Beetle, Odontotaenius disjunctus (Coleoptera: Passalidae). Mitochondrial DNA part A. (accepted)
Fontanella, F.M., Garner, Y., Starnes, J., Whitaker, M. (2019). Evidence for panmixia despite barriers to gene flow in the hooked mussel Ischadium recruvum (Mytilidae; Brachidontiane) along the North American coastline. Mitochondrial DNA part A, 30:1, 75-81. 
Fontanella, F.M., Victoriano, P., Sites, J. W. Jr. (2017). Secondary contact, gene flow and clinal variation between two mtDNA lineages of the Northeastern ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus edwardsii (Colubroidea; Dipsadidae). Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society, 182, 444-458.
Fontanella, F. M. (2016) Mitochondrial DNA panmixia in the little brown seastar Echinaster spinulosus suggests a recent population expansion. Mitochondrial DNA Part A, 27, 4503-4509.

Vera-Escolona I, D’Elia, G, Gouin N, Fontanella, F.M., Sites, Jr. J.W., Victoriano, P.(2012) Lizards on ice: evidence for multiple refugia in Liolaemus pictus (Squamata; Liolaemidae) during the Last Glacial Maximum in the Southern Andean Beech forests. (PLOS One).
Fontanella, F.M., Feltrin, N, Avila, L J., Sites, J. W., Morando. M. (2012)

Early stages of divergence: phylogeography, climate modeling, and niche differentiation in the South American lizard Liolaemus petrophilus. Ecology and Evolution, 2, 792-808.

Hanna, N., Brown, D., Morando, M, Avila, L. J., Sites, J. W., Fontanella, F. M. (2011)  Characterization of 10 polymorphic microsatellite loci in the South American lizard Liolaemus fitzingerii with cross-amplification in L. chehuachekenk. Conservation Genetics Resources, 4, 105-107.

Fontanella, F. M., Olave, M., Avila, L. J., Sites, J. W., Morando, M. (2011)

Molecular dating and phylogenetic relationships of the lizard sub-genus Eulaemus. Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society, 164, 825-835. 


 Nunez, J., Koontz, N., Rabanal, F., Fontanella, F.M., Sites, J.W. (2011)

Amphibian phylogeography in the Antipodes: refugia and postglacial colonization explain mitochondrial haplotype distribution in the Patagonian frog Eupsophus calcaratus (Cycloramphidae) (in press Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution)
 Fontanella, F.M. and Siddall, M.E. (2010).  Development and characterization of 14 microsatellite loci in the ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus. Conservation Genetics, 11, 1193-1195.

 Fontanella, F.M. and Siddall, M.E. (2010).  Evaluating Hypotheses on the Origin and Diversification of the Ringneck Snake, Diadophis punctatus, (Colubridae: Dipsadinae). Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society, 158, 629-640.  
Siddall, M.E., Fontanella, F.M., Watson, S.C., Kvist, S., and Erseus, C. (2009). Convergence to Metazoan Mitochondrial Primer Targets by Bacteria: Implications for Barcoding in a Marine Environment.  Systematic Biology, 58 (4) 445-451.

Burbrink, F. T., Fontanella, F. M., Pyron, R. A., Guiher, T. J, and  Jimenez, C. (2008).   Phylogeography across a continent: The evolutionary and demographic history of the North American racer (Serpentes: Colubridae: Coluber constrictor). Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution (47) 274-288.

Fontanella, F.M., Feldman, C.R., Siddall, M.E., Burbrink, F.T. (2008).  Phylogeography of Diadophis punctatus: Extensive lineage diversity and repeated patterns of historical demography in a trans-continental snake.


Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution. (46) 1049-1070.

                         Lartiguen J R.; F. M. Fontanella and Cebrian, J. (2003).  Effects of ultraviolet-B radiation on the photosynthesis and palatability of Ulva lactuca. Gulf of Mexico Science. (1) 71-78.

Fontanella, F. M. and Hopkins T. S. (2001).  Preliminary Phylogeny of Echinaster (Othilia) from the Gulf of Mexico based on Morphological Characters. Echinoderm Research 2001 (Feral and David eds.) pp 91-94.  

Hopkins, T. S., F. M. Fontanella, and C. R. R. Ventura. (2001). Morphological variation within and among Echinaster (Othilia) from South America.


Echinoderm Research 2001 (Feral and David eds.) pp 95-104.

Scientific Meeting Presentations
“Discovery and Extinction in a Biodiversity Hotspot” 2023 National Council on Undergraduate Research (abstract accepted).
“Discovery and Extinction in a Biodiversity Hotspot” 2023 Georgia Academy of Science, Georgia College and State University (abstract accepted).

“Discovery and Extinction in a Biodiversity Hotspot”. 2022 Georgia Undergraduate Research Conference.  
“Effects of pleistocene climatic fluctuations on the phylogeography and demographic history of the patent leather beetle Odontotaenius disjunctus”. 2019 National Council on Undergraduate Research

“Cryptic speciation in a biodiversity hotspot: an integrated approach to species delimitation in the ringneck snake Diadoophis punctatus. 2019 National Council on Undergraduate Research

“Effects of pleistocene climatic fluctuations on the phylogeography and demographic history of the patent leather beetle Odontotaenius disjunctus”. 2019 Georgia Academy of Science, Universiy of North Georgia
“Cryptic speciation in a biodiversity hotspot: an integrated approach to species delimitation in the ringneck snake Diadoophis punctatus. 2019 Georgia Academy of Science, Universiy of North Georgia

”Phylogeography and population demography of the eastern worm snake Carphophis amoenus”. 2019 Georgia Academy of Science, Universiy of North Georgia

“Integrated species delimitation of the ringneck snake Diadophis

punctatus in a biodiversity hotspot”. 2018.  Georgia Academy of Science. Carrollton, GA.
“Evidence for panmixia despite barriers to gene flow in the hooked mussel Ischadium recruvum (Mytilidae; Brachidontiane) along the North American coastline.” 2017. American Malacalogical Society meeting. Newark, Deleware.
 “Beyond mtDNA, nuclear gene flow and morphology suggests historical divergence followed by contemporary gene in the northeastern ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus edwardsii.” 2011. Kentucky Academy of Science, Murray State University.

“Integrating phylogeography, ecological niche modeling and genetic structure in the transcontinental snake Diadophis punctatus” 2008 Evolution meeting, Minneapolis MN Ernst Mayer Award Finalist.

“The South Will Not Rise Again”; Contrasting Demographic Histories in Lineages of Diadophis punctatus.  2007. New England Molecular Evolutionary Biologists Conference. Queens College, Queens, NY.
 “The South Will Not Rise Again”; Contrasting Demographic Histories in Lineages of Diadophis punctatus.  2007. Joint Meetings of the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists. St Louis MO.
“Phylogeography, Niche Modeling and Microsatellite variation in California Ringnecks”. 2006. Joint Meetings of the American Society of Ichthyologists and  Herpetologists. New Orleans, Louisiana. 
“Mixed model analyses to the phylogeography of the ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus”. 2005. Joint Meetings of the American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists. Tampa Bay, Florida


“Phylogeography of the trans-continental ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus 


based on nuclear and mitochondrial genes”.  2004 Northeast Ecology and 


Evolution Conference.  Penn State University 

“Effects of ultraviolet-B radiation on the photosynthesis and palatability of Ulva lactuca”. Dauphin Island Seal Lab Symposium, February 2001

“Preliminary phylogeny of 7 color morphs of Echinaster (Othilia) from the Gulf of Mexico”.  Darling Marine Center, Maine 4th North American Echinoderm Conference, August 2001.

“Preliminary phylogeny of 7 color morphs of Echinaster (Othilia) from the Gulf of Mexico”.  

Banyules-sur-mer, France.6th European Conference on Echinoderms.  September, 2001.

“Speciation in the Marine Environment”. 2000 Graduate Student Colloquium.The University of Alabama
Mentored undergraduate/graduate student presentations: (*) Awarded Best Student Presentation
Katelyn Enderle. 2023 Discovery and Extinction in a Biodiversity Hotspot” 2023 Georgia Academy of Sciences, (abstract accepted).
Katelyn Enderle. 2023 Discovery and Extinction in a Biodiversity Hotspot” 2023 National Undergraduate Research Conference. (abstract accepted).

Katelyn Enderle. 2022. “Discovery and Extinction in a Biodiversity Hotspot” 2023 Georgia Undergraduate Research Conference. 
Ally Shinall.  2021. “Morphological study of the patent leather beetle Odontotaenius disjunctus” Georgia Undergraduate Research Conference, University of West Georgia.
Taylor Procter. 2019. “Effects of pleistocene climatic fluctuations on the phylogeography and demographic history of the patent leather beetle Odontotaenius disjunctus”. 2019 Georgia Academy of Science, Universiy of North Georgia

Miles, Emily and Polly Strott. 2019“Cryptic speciation in a biodiversity hotspot: an integrated approach to species delimitation in the ringneck snake Diadoophis punctatus. 2019 Georgia Academy of Science, Universiy of North Georgia

Brianna Baggett. 2019. ”Phylogeography and population demography of the eastern worm snake Carphophis amoenus”. 2019 Georgia Academy of Science, Universiy of North Georgia

Katherine Lawley. 2019. Getting the Drift: Species composition and relative abundance of

herpetofauna of the UWG campus. LSAMP Annual Research Scientists of Tomorrow Symposium 

Taylor Procter. 2019. “Effects of pleistocene climatic fluctuations on the phylogeography and demographic history of the patent leather beetle Odontotaenius disjunctus”. 2019 National Conference on Undergraduate Research

Miles, Emily and Polly Strott. 2019 “Cryptic speciation in a biodiversity hotspot: an integrated approach to species delimitation in the ringneck snake Diadoophis punctatus. 2019 National Conference on Undergraduate Research

*Miles, Emily and Polly Strott. 2018. “Unravelling the evolutionary history and future prospects in a biodiversity hotspot: An integrated approach to species delimitation in the ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus,” Georgia Undergraduate Research Conference Digital Commons, Article 28. https://digitalcommons.northgeorgia.edu/gurc/2018/masterschedule/147/. 
Polly Strott. Integrated species delimitation of the ringneck snake Diadophis

punctatus in a biodiversity hotspot. Georgia Academy of Science
*Jasmine Starnes, Megan Whitaker, Yvette Garner, Frank M. Fontanella. Evidence for panmixia despite barriers to gene flow in the hooked mussel Ischadium recurvum (Mytilidae; Brachidontinae) along the North American coastline. Crusing for Conservation Symposium

Megan Whitaker, Jasmine Starnes, Yvette Garner, Frank M. Fontanella. Biodiversity and conservational status the hooked mussel Ischadium recurvum along the Florida coast. LSAMP Annual Research Scientists of Tomorrow Symposium 

Marty Sims, Shona Jackson, Frank M. Fontanella. Effects of Pleistocene climatic fluctuations on the phylogeography, demography and population structure of the eastern worm snake Carphophis amoenus. LSAMP Annual Research Scientists of Tomorrow Symposium 

Polly Strott Examining species diversity in the ringneck snake (Diadophis punctatus) across the Southeastern United States. UWG Undergraduate Research Conference.

Megan Whitaker, Jasmine Starnes, Yvette Garner, Frank M. Fontanella. Biodiversity and conservational status the hooked mussel Ischadium recurvum along the Florida coast. UWG Undergraduate Research Conference.
Marty Sims, Shona Jackson, Frank M. Fontanella. Effects of Pleistocene climatic fluctuations on the phylogeography, demography and population structure of the eastern worm snake Carphophis amoenus. UWG Undergraduate Research Conference.
Shona Jackson, Frank M. Fontanella. Species Tree Estimation and Ancestral State Reconstruction of the North American Dipsadidae using Nuclear Loci. 2016. LSAMP Annual Research Scientists of Tomorrow Symposium 

Doug Brown, Jack Sites, Jr. Frank M. Fontanella- Gene trees vs Species trees: evaluating the species relationships and phylogenetic placement of the North American xenodontine snakes. 2011. Undergraduate Poster Session College of Life Sciences

Nathan Hana, Jack Sites, Jr. Frank M. Fontanella- Isolation and characterization of microsatellite loci from the South American Lizard Liolaemus petrophilus. 2011. Undergraduate Poster Session of the College of Life Sciences

Eric Baker, Jack Sites, Jr., Frank M. Fontanella.  Phylogeny of the Liolaemus fitzingerii species complex. . 2011. Undergraduate Poster Session of the College of Life Sciences

Alexis Cukierman, Joyce Cho, Mark E. Siddall, Frank M. Fontanella. Phylogeography of the eastern worm snake Carphophis amoenus: diversification, introgression and expansion in response to Quaternary climate change. 2009. NSF Science Research Mentoring Program: American Museum of Natural History.

Invited Talks:

“Integrative species delimitation and conservation of bess beetles from a North American biodiversity hotspot”. Bloomsburg University, 2023 (scheduled)

“Integrative species delimitation and conservation of bess beetles from a North American biodiversity hotspot”. Utica University, 2023 (scheduled).

“ Integrative species delimitation and conservation of bess beetles from a North American biodiversity hotspot”. Juniata University,2023 (scheduled).
“Integrated analysis of the ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus complex (Colubroidea: Dipsadidae) in a biodiversity hotspot provides the foundation for conservation reassessment. Biological Journal of the Linnean Society. Utah Valley University, 2022. 

 “Beyond mtDNA, nuclear gene flow and morphology suggests historical divergence followed by contemporary gene in the northeastern ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus edwardsii.”  Eastern Kentucky University, 2012. Invited Speaker (Robert Frederick)

“Fire and Ice, the role of historical climate change on the demographic patterns and species boundaries of the ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus.” Central Connecticut State University, 2012 Invited Speaker (Doug Carter)

“Amphibians and Reptiles as model organisms: Linking phylogeography and speciation. Francis Marion University, 2011 Invited Speaker (Ann Stoeckmann)

“Early stages of divergence: phylogeography, climate modeling, and niche differentiation in the South American lizard Liolaemus petrophilus (Squamata: Tropiduridae).” 2010, Brigham Young University, Invited Speaker (Jack Sites).

“Historical divergence and contemporary gene flow in the northeastern ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus edwardsii” 2010, Brigham Young University, Invited Speaker (Jerry Johnson).
“Evolution, phylogeography and species boundaries of the ringneck snake genus Diadophis” 2009. Brigham Young University. Invited Speaker (Jerry Johnson).

“Phylogeography and Evolution of the ringneck snake Diadophis punctatus: Past, Present and Future” 2008 Queens College, NY, Invited Speaker (John Waldman).
“The South Will Not Rise Again”; Contrasting Demographic Histories in Lineages of Diadophis punctatus. 2007. Stony Brook University; Invited Speaker (John Wiens).
“Patterns of speciation and biodiversity of ringneck snakes in California”. 2006. American Museum of Natural History. Invited speaker  (Mark Siddall).
Invited Workshops:
Participant: First IV Post-doctoral Teaching Workshop. Smithsonian Environmental Research Center (May 2011).


Instructor: Ecological Niche Modeling through Time (2010)


Universidad de Concepción


Concepcion, Chile
Instructor: Ecological Niche Modeling Workshop (2010)



Brigham Young University



Provo, UT

Instructor: National Association of Biology Teachers (2008)



Professional Development Conference



Memphis TN



Title: Biogeography: Evolution Through Space and Time


Member: NESCent National Evolutionary Synthesis Center (2007-2008)

 Developing an Integrative Algorithmic Method for Historical Biogeography

Service:


Review Editor, Frontiers in Amphibian and Reptile Science

Reviewer, Scientific Reports
Reviewer, Conservation Genetics

Reviewer, Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society


Reviewer, Biological Journal of the Linnean Society


Reviewer, Zootaxa
Reviewer, MBC Evolutionary Biology
Reviewer, PlosONE
Reviewer, Copeia

Reviewer, Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution


Reviewer, Journal of Parasitology


Reviewer, Zoological Scripta


Reviewer, Mitochondrial-DNA


Reviewer, Journal of Biogeography

Reviewer, Ecology and Evolution


Reviewer, Journal of Evolutionary Biology

University Service

Personnel Committee – Biology Program - Department of Natural Sciences, University of West Georgia 2023-present.
Study Abroad Coordinator – Department of Natural Sciences, University of West Georgia 2019-present.
CACSI Promotion and Tenure Committee  - Department of Natural Sciences, University of West Georgia 2023

Department of Natural Sciences Chair Search Committee, Department of Natural Sciences, University of West Georgia Fall 2022.
Graduate Curriculum Committee, Department of Natural Sciences, University of West Georgia, 2022-2024.
Graduate Curriculum Committee, Department of Biology, University of West Georgia, 2018-2020.
Finance Committee, Depart of Biology, University of West Georgia, 2018-2020. 

Committee on Policies and Proceedures, University of West Georgia, 2017-2018
College Curriculum Committee, College of Science and Math, University of West Georgia, 2016-2018
Technology Committee, University of West Georgia 2015-Present (Chair, 2017)

Gateways 2 Completion committee, University of West Georgia, 2015-2016
Laboratory Coordinator Hiring Committee, University of West Georgia, 2016.

Preview Day, University of West Georgia, April 2017.

Preview Day, University of West Georgia, April 2018.

Committee  Chair, Ecology and Evolution General Education Assessment. Eastern Kentucky University 
Assurance of Learning Committee,  Eastern Kentucky University,



Masters of Science Evaluation Committee. 2013-2015

Assurance of Learning Committee, Eastern Kentucky University, 


Applied Ecology Committee, 2012-2015

